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The notations, marks, and writings on U.S. Federal Censuses, from 1850-1870 not only have 
meaning for people today, whether family historians or researchers, but were meaningful to those 
living during that period, especially for under-represented people. This poster aims to 
• make those census documents come to life through a series of visualizations I created this 

semester, as part of a research cohort at the DCIC on campus with three wonderful fellow 
students from the University of Maryland (Ben Shaw, Ali Bhatti, and Chrissy Perry) with a faculty 
advisor of Prof. Fenlon and assistance from Noah Dilbert of the DCIC

• Use the records of Black and Mixed-Race Marylanders gathered by the Maryland State Archives 
(MSA), for inclusion in their Legacy of Slavery project, and visualize the results

During this past spring 2019 semester, I have:
• created 25 visualizations from Calvert County Census data from 1850-1870, 12 of which are 

shown on this poster
• used tools such as Infogram to create a word cloud of surnames
• used Paint.Net to hand-create representations of people to show gender distribution
• drawn connections between census records and land records 
• used Datawrapper to create charts showing the age, race, and occupation of Black and Mixed-

Race Marylanders
• used Microsoft Excel and ChartGo to chart real and personal estate value

Other than some anomalies in the data, like an incomplete data set for Calvert County District 2, I 
did not visualize the hundreds of Black individuals whom the census taker listed with no occupation 
because I felt this categorization may have been racially motivated. This poster also does not 
display those whom had specific claimed mental deficiencies because it is similar in format to the 
other Excel charts or the two possible stories that involve connections with census, land, and 
genealogical records due to their limited scope.

With that, I hope you enjoy this poster, which is just the beginning to visualizing this data and 
creating diverse connections!

Looking back, there are some parts of this process I wish I had done differently:
• Rather than hand-counting, with the help of tools like Microsoft Excel, of surnames, 

occupations, and race, it would have been more efficient to use OpenRefine. 
• Using Infogram to represent people, one of their free features, as would be more effective 

than trying to painstakingly draw the people myself, but I did not realize this feature was 
available until after I had completed the visualization in Paint.Net.

At the same time, I was:
• only partially satisfied with the charts created about occupations, race, and average age, 

but I’m not sure how else to visualize the data at this time
• a bit disappointed at how my visualizations connecting land and census records turned out, 

as I was unable to figure out how to add layers to an image using Recognito, so I stuck with 
Paint.Net.

Furthermore, I wish there was a way to connect to existing maps, apart from the 1870 map of 
Calvert County which displays districts, but I was unable to find any maps from 1850 and 
1860. While I realize these shortcomings, the work I completed this semester is vitally 
important, allowing the census data to fully come alive rather than be static.

This work has been supported by the Maryland State Archives and the Michael J. Kurtz Foundation through 
a Legacy of Slavery research internship under the auspices of the Digital Curation Innovation Center.

Common Surnames in Calvert County (1850-1870)

Drawing ties between Maryland land records and Federal census records
Visualizing demographics of Black and Mixed Race Marylanders (1850-1870)

Jobs of Mixed Race and Black Marylanders (1850-1870) Lessons learned
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